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Introduction
• In 2011, a youth-led uprising against a 
dictatorship shouted for bread, freedom 
and social justice. Eighteen days later, 
those young people had overthrown 
Mubarak's regime, which was a 30-year-old 
military dictatorship. 
• Almost 51% of Egypt's population is under 
the age of 25 and with a population 
median age of 24.1 years old (Central 
Intelligence Agency). 
• The revolution has created a sense of the 
responsibility on the part of many young 
people toward the development of their 
communities and their peers. 
• The participation of youth in community 
development through NGOs and youth 
initiatives has had increase considerably 
since 2011 revolution.
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The youth participation after 2011:
The post-revolution period has undergone 
significant development in youth participation 
in development field through youth-led civil 
society organizations (CSOs). Youth 
participation in such initiatives "seems to have 
spiked after January 2011, especially among 
informal initiatives that are not legally 
registered as NGOs," according to a 2017 
analysis (Abdou & Shalli, 2017).
Youth participation in Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGS):
Youth has shown an interest through their 
youth-led organizations in the implementation 
of the international development agenda which 
mainly concentrated on Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). According to 
(Egypt's Voluntary Review, 2018, UNDP) the 
Youth Sustainable Development Initiative had 
almost 4000 project ideas that work on 
achieving SDGs, all the participants were 
universities students from 27 governorates in 
Egypt.
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Before the revolution:
In 2009, two years before the revolution, a 
survey conducted by the Population Council 
showed that roughly 2.4% of Egyptian youth 
had participated in at least in one charity 
activity (Population Council, 2011) such as 
supporting people who live in under-privileged 
villages to get clean water, reducing illiteracy 
and supporting single moms to have a source 
of income through teaching them to make 
handmade crafts
Abstract:
The socio-political situation has a huge impact 
on the youth participation in the development 
agenda, whether locally or internationally. 
That was obvious during and after the 
Egyptian revolution, which was led by young 
people. Youth participation in development 
field in Egypt has had a significant increase in 
comparison with before the revolution, both 
locally — through NGOs and youth-led 
organizations — and in the international 
development agenda, through participation in 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
